
Flood water in homes and businesses can cause long-term damage and increase the chance of illness due to contamination in the water that has 
flooded your buildings.

Below are tips to help you in the clean-up process.

Items you may need include:
Carpet blowers
Flood drying fans
Dehumidifiers
Wet tank vacuums or extractors
General all-purpose cleaner, disinfectants, enzymatic cleaners
Wet floor signs
Personal protective equipment

STEP 1 – Assess Damage

Get a quick assessment of the initial damage. If there is extensive flooding, you may need a wet/dry vacuum to clean up the excess water. 

STEP 2 – Eliminate Source of the Water

Eliminate the source of the water that is entering the area. For example, if you have water coming in from a break in the foundation, block this with 
sandbags on an immediate basis, while making plans to get the area properly repaired. 

Remove the excess water that has accumulated. Utilize a standard wet pick-up vacuum to clean up smaller areas. For major flooding, use a 
professional grade water removal machine that can recover and pump out water concurrently. 

Flood Water
Clean Up



STEP 3 – Dry Area

Once you have mopped up all the water, utilize fans to speed up the drying time. If the rain has stopped, open windows to allow for increased air 
circulation and a faster drying time. 

If you are facing a large area damaged by flooding, seal off the affected area, and use a professional grade dehumidifier with several air-moving 
fans to remove moisture from the area. This is an important to prevent the growth of mold and mildew.

STEP 4 - Clean

Once the area is dry, remove the accumulated dirt, debris, and mold & mildew stains. IMPORTANT: If the water supply is limited, conserve for 
drinking water, and use ready-to-use cleaners. Examples include MPC Tile Brite or elements Ready to Use Peroxide Cleaner Degreaser. If water is 
readily available, an additional option is elements Peroxide Cleaner Degreaser

STEP 5 - Prevent

Prevent future mold or mildew issue by disinfecting all areas affected by the flood waters. This includes walls and wood and non-upholstered 
furniture that sat in flood water. Disinfectants will rid the surfaces of any bacteria that might have come up through sewers, toilets, etc. and also 
inhibit the future growth of mold and mildew.
 
Recommended concentrated disinfectants include: MPC Spectrum HBV and MPC OxyPlus+.  Recommended ready to use disinfectants include: 
A2Z Disinfectant Glass & Multi-Surface Cleaner and Fresh Breeze TB

STEP 6 – Repair damages

Once the area is clean and dry, determine if the services of a professional contractor are needed to repair or renovate the damaged spaces. Be 
sure to address any upgrades or repairs to include the source of the flooding so you prevent any future occurrences.

It is suggested that the affected areas be tested for mold in several months to ensure that residents, employees, and customers are not exposed 
to mold because of the flooding.
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